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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Brian Steinberger on 5/30/06. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In claim 1, line 6, delete "a plurality of and insert -two—; 
Line 7, delete "plurality of"; 
Line 15, delete "plurality of. 

In claim 24, line 3, delete "plurality of. 

In claim 25, line 4, delete "plurality of. 

In claim 26, line 2, delete "plurality of. 

In claim 27, line 3, delete "plurality of. 

In claim 29, line 2, delete "plurality of. 

In claim 46, line 4, delete "plurality of. 

In claim 47, line 1, replace "plurality of with -two-, delete "solely" 

Line 2, delete "two legs" and insert -leg- after "each". 
In Claim 48, line 1, replace "a" after "using" with —an ergonomic-. 

Line 3, after "firearm;" insert 

-the fore grip comprising a top end and a bottom end and cut out there through; 
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a mount for attaching the top end of the fore grip to a firearm; 
a vertical sliding piston inside the fore grip; 
two legs coupled to the sliding piston; 

a catch-lock that catches and locks the legs and the sliding piston in a closed 
position inside the fore grip; 

a spring-loaded fulcrum release mechanism for releasing the catch-lock; 
a depressible tension plate on an outside surface; 

and an expansion spring positioned between the legs; wherein the sliding piston, 
the catch-lock, the legs, the spring-loaded fulcrum release mechanism and the expansion 
spring between the legs are all located and concealed inside of the fore grip in a closed 
position;-; 

Line 4, replace "a" with —the- (3 occurrences); 
Line 10, replace "weapon" with -firearm-. 
In Claim 49, line 2, delete "an expansion spring for". 

Clean Version of Claim 48 

A method for using an ergonomic fore grip with concealable and collapsible bipod legs having a 
spring-loaded fulcrum release mechanism comprising the steps of: 
mounting a fore grip to a lower surface of a firearm; 

the fore grip comprising a top end and a bottom end and cut out there through; 

a mount for attaching the top end of the fore grip to a firearm; 

a vertical sliding piston inside the fore grip; 
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two legs coupled to the sliding piston; 

a catch-lock that catches and locks the legs and the sliding piston in a closed 
position inside the fore grip; 

a spring-loaded fulcrum release mechanism for releasing the catch-lock; 
a depressible tension plate on an outside surface; 

and an expansion spring positioned between the legs; wherein the sliding piston, 
the catch-lock, the legs, the spring-loaded fulcrum release mechanism and the 
expansion spring between the legs are all located and concealed inside of the fore 
grip in a closed position; 
depressing the tension plate in the spring-loaded fulcrum release mechanism to release 

the spring-piston that drives the bipod legs downward to release the legs from confinement 

within the fore grip; 

expanding the bipod legs outward beneath the firearm to a fully deployed position; 
supporting the fully deployed legs on a surface; 
gripping the fore grip; and 

firing the firearm that is now supported in a stabilized position. 

2. Claims 1 , 24-29, and 45-49 are allowed. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michelle (Shelley) Clement whose telephone number is 
571 .272.6884. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Thursday 9-5. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Carone can be reached on 571.272.6873. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an appHcation may be obtained from the Patent 
AppUcation Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubUshed applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




